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Introduction 
 

 
 

Check your knowledge of the vocabulary associated with Greek tragedy. Click each number to 
review each term and its definition. 
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Chiton 
 

 
 

A long robe which was dyed in symbolic colors 
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Cothurni  
 

 
 

Platform shoes used for style and to increase height 
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Parados  
 

 
 

The ode that is sung by the chorus at the beginning of the play 
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Peripeteia 
 

 
 

The reversal within the tragedy, an action that produces the opposite of what was intended 
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Anagnorisis 
 

 
 

The moment of discovery 
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Hubris 
 

 
 

Self- will, arrogance, extreme pride 
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Catharsis 
 

 
 

Purging, at the end of the play, when a character realizes his or her flaw or downfall and gives a 
speech 
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Prologue 
 

 
 

The opening of the play where the characters as well as the situation are revealed 
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Scenes (Episodes) 
 

 
 

The portion of the drama where the dialogue and events occur 
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Ode (Stasimon) 
 

 
 
A choral passage in which the chorus uses poetic and dignified language 
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Exodos 
 

 
 

The final portion of the play where the chorus would recite their last lines 
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