Module 3: Self-Discovery Through Moments of Weakness
Topic 3 Content: Irony and Themes Template
Irony
Irony is present throughout the tragedy.  As Oedipus’ origins and fate continue to unravel, you are able to observe instances of irony throughout.  As you read this second part of Oedipus Rex, use the Irony chart to identify examples of irony and provide support from the text.
Types of Irony and Definitions:

· Dramatic Irony – The audience knows something that the characters do not.
· Verbal Irony – The character says something but means another.
· Situational Irony – The opposite of what you expect happens at the end.
	Irony
	Examples from Text

(Scene, Ode, and Page #)
	What is Being Revealed?

	Dramatic Irony

	
	

	Verbal Irony
	
	

	Situational Irony
	
	


Themes
There are a few central themes that are used throughout Oedipus Rex. Identify how the following themes are present within the text.  In what ways are they revealed? What is being revealed about the character(s) as well as the plot? Use the provided theme chart to record your responses.

· Family and Relationships – Family and relationships are revealed, tested, and questioned because of the events or the emotions that are disclosed.
· Man/Woman vs. Fate – Individuals take their fate into their own hands, defying their destiny as well as the law of the gods.

· Blindness vs. Sight – Individuals are not aware of who they are, their situation, or their surroundings; they are unaware of their truth.

· Illusion vs. Reality - What seems to be one’s reality is the exact opposite; their reality is a delusion.

· Death /Suicide and Violence – Death or violence is the consequence or end result of an individual’s actions. It is sometimes self-inflicted because the individual cannot handle the circumstances. He or she becomes heavily burdened and views death/violence as a release or a justified action.  
	Theme
	Example
	Analysis-What is Being Revealed?

	Family and Relationships

	
	

	Man/Woman Versus Fate
	
	

	Blindness Versus Site
	
	

	Illusion Versus Reality
	
	

	Death/Suicide and Violence
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