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Topic 11 Content: "The White Man's Burden" Analysis 
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Stanza #1 
 

 
 

This stanza explains the overall mindset that the colonizing nations had about themselves. They 
placed their race above all others and considered themselves the best. The last line of the stanza 
compares other races and cultures to "half-devil and half-child." In Things Fall Apart, the British 
treated the Ibo tribe as if they were savages. They felt they were a superior race. 
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Stanza #2 
 

 
 

This stanza mentions that colonizing nations have a great deal of pride. This pride gives the 
nations a sense that they must protect society from other cultures besides the white man. The 
stanza discusses that the colonizing country has a moral obligation to help countries better 
themselves. In Things Fall Apart, you wonder if the Ibo really wanted change, or if the tribe was 
"fine" before the missionaries arrived. 
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Stanza #3  

 
 
This stanza compares other cultures to a disease. The second line of this stanza is an oxymoron. 
This line uses the contradictory terms war and peace in conjunction. This line shows that war is 
not just about killing. War can also be used to prove a point. 
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Stanza #4 

 
 
This stanza explains that no matter the damage caused to other countries, they must be controlled. 
In Things Fall Apart, as soon as Okonkwo begins questioning the British, he is handcuffed and 
jailed. No matter the harm caused to the tribe, the British were going to control the African 
village.  
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Stanza #5 
 

 
 

The final lines of this stanza are a biblical reference to Exodus 16:3 where the children of 
Israelites are complaining against Moses. Moses leads them out of Egypt where they were 
enslaved. Once free and in the wilderness, they find themselves going hungry. The Israelites are 
asking for death rather than life in poor conditions. The tragic hero in Things Fall Apart, 
Okonkwo, commits suicide because he considers death a better option than living in improper 
conditions.  
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Stanza #6 
 

 
 

This stanza tells the colonizing nation not to abandon the task because they will be judged by 
what they are weary of and by what they fail to do. 
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Stanza #7 
 

 
 

The final stanza advises any colonizing nation not to entertain any immature notions about 
earning easy praise for their efforts. Their true worth as men will be judged by equal peers. 
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