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Introduction 
 

 
 

Another way to avoid plagiarism is to use direct quotations. Click on each of the tabs to examine 
how to use direct quotations, and view both correct and incorrect ways to use direct quotations in 
your writing.  
 



Module 9: Defining Your Path  
Topic 1 Content: Using Direct Quotations 

2 
 

Using Direct Quotations 
 

 
 

Please view the following steps to use direct quotations. You would use direct quotations when 
you want to use an author’s words verbatim. 
 

• Use quotation marks around the author’s words. 
• Use a signal or identifying phrase that tells the audience who and what you are quoting. 
• Add an in-text (parenthetical) reference at the end of the passage. 
• Include a citation at the end of your paper. 
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The Research... 
 

 
 

You will need to perform research in order to find material suitable for direct quotations. If you 
were conducting research on George Washington you might read through a copy of "The 
Presidents of the United States of America." This book contains a short autobiography of all the 
United States presidents. It can be found in both print and online. Read the passage below from, 
“The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Frank Freidel. The passage appears on page 
eight of the book. After reading the passage, view the correct and incorrect examples of quoting 
on the next tab. 
 

On April 30, 1789, George Washington, standing on the balcony of Federal Hall on Wall 
Street in New York, took his oath of office as the first President of the United States. "As the 
first of everything, in our situation will serve to establish a Precedent," he wrote James 
Madison, "it is devoutly wished on my part, that these precedents may be fixed on true 
principles." 
 
Born in 1732 into a Virginia planter family, he learned the morals, manners, and body of 
knowledge requisite for an 18th century Virginia gentleman. 
 
He pursued two intertwined interests: military arts and western expansion. At 16 he helped 
survey Shenandoah lands for Thomas, Lord Fairfax. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in 
1754, he fought the first skirmishes of what grew into the French and Indian War. The next 
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year, as an aide to Gen. Edward Braddock, he escaped injury although four bullets ripped his 
coat and two horses were shot from under him. 

 
Source:  
Freidel, Frank, “The Presidents of the United States of America.” Washington, D.C.: Diane 
Publishing Company, 2006. Print. 
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Correct and Incorrect Quotations 
 

 
 

Correct: According to Freidel’s autobiography, George Washington “learned the morals, 
manners, and body of knowledge requisite for an 18th century Virginia gentleman” (Freidel 8). 
 
Incorrect: According to Freidel’s autobiography, George Washington learned the morals, 
manners, and body of knowledge requisite for an 18th century Virginia gentleman (Freidel 8). 
 
You can see from the two examples that this direct quotation needs quotation marks. Words taken 
directly from the source material must be in quotation marks, with a proper citation at the end of 
the passage. Both examples have the proper citation at the end, but only one example has the 
quotation marks.  
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