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Introduction 
 

 
 

In this interactivity, click on each of the categories to see what questions writers typically ask of 
themselves when they revise a rough draft. Use these questions in helping you revise your own 
work. 
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Organization 
 

 
 

• Does the paper have a clear structure with an introduction, well-ordered body paragraphs, and a 
closing? 

• Is there a hook in your introduction? Did you clearly write your thesis statement?  
• Does each paragraph start with a topic sentence? Is there enough information to support each 

topic sentence? 
• Do you restate the thesis without rewriting it exactly in the conclusion? Does the ending leave 

the reader with a sense of closure? 
• Are transitions used throughout the paper?   
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Content and Style  
 

 
 

• Does your paper meet the requirements without superfluous information as filler? 
• Is it clear the paper is formal?  Are slang or inappropriate words and expressions avoided?   
• Did you use the best words for the topic?  Are all of the words used appropriately? 
• Is the topic covered thoroughly and appropriately? 
• Do you need to add any details, or cut any extra information to make the topic clearer? 
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Research and Format 
 

 
 

• Are the sources you used credible?  Is there any bias present? 
• Are all sources on the Works Cited page cited in the body of the paper? 
• Are all direct quotes put in quotation marks and introduced in some way?  Are they cited 

immediately? 
• Is paraphrased and summarized information also cited appropriately? 
• Is the Works Cited page organized correctly with double spacing, alphabetical order, and 

reverse indentation? 
• Is MLA formatting or APA formatting used throughout the paper? 
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