Module 10: Conflicting Ideologies
Authentic Assessment: Contemporary Modernism Comparison Rubric

Modernist writers strived not only to re-invent the plot line and characterization but also to write pieces
that captured a moment in time. These snapshots most often exposed the social context in regard to the
author's experiences. You have learned that literature is not created in a box and that it is reflective of
society as well as personal fears and dreams. The literature of the Modernist era showed an array of
personal perspectives, yet most of these viewpoints showed characters who look at life thoughtfully and
with introspection, or an examination of one's own mental and emotional state. That introspection
revealed a great deal about the society in which they lived.

Contemporary authors have been influenced by the Modernist era. Today's writers still play with context
and format, taking the blending of fiction and nonfiction to new levels. Contemporary pieces, although
more colored with supernatural and technological aspects, are filled with just as much social context.
Your job today is to find a current film, novel, or short story that you feel strongly demonstrates
Modernist components (concrete images, everyday language, omitted plot points, ambiguous themes, and
social context).

Conduct research to find a film, novel, or short story that has obvious Modernist components. View or
read the piece, making note of at least three of the following elements of Modernism:
e Concrete images that repeat throughout the storyline
e Everyday language (at least five examples of modern diction choices)
e Out-of-order plot line (How is flashback used to cover omitted plot points, or how are plot points
like exposition, falling action, or resolution omitted or told out of order?)
e Ambiguous theme or themes (How is the theme ambiguous and/or what could be the multiple
meanings of the theme?)
e Social context (What social concerns explored in the piece are still relevant today?)

Next, take these points and address them in a creative format in which you can share your findings. You
can write an essay, compose a song or poem, design a multimedia presentation, or create any product that
you wish that can demonstrate how your chosen work is reflective of the Modernist era. Your product
should address at least three of the above elements of Modernism with supporting details. When planning
how you will present your Modernism Comparison, it may be helpful to show your product to another
person or imagine sharing it with another person. If he or she is confident by your final product that you
have a strong understanding of the elements of Modernism and a convincing case that your comparison
work is reflective of the Modernist movement, then you are on the right track.

Before you begin the assignment, review the Modernism Comparison Rubric to help you complete your
assignment and understand how your work will be graded.
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Modernism Comparison Essay Rubric

As you complete your Modernism comparison, please review the rubric below to help you complete your
assignment and understand how your work will be graded.

Content

20 Points 15 Points 10 Points 5 Points
The content is The content is The content The content
accurately stated stated from the contains contains limited

from the text. At
least 3 elements of
Modernism are
identified and
explored. Ample
and accurate

text. At least 2
elements of
Modernism are
identified and
explored. Details
and supporting

misinterpreted
statements. Only 1
element of
Modernism is
identified and
explored. Details,

information about
symbols. A
definite element of
Modernism is not
identified and
explored. Some

Organization

supporting details information are supporting details are
and analysis are provided. Analysis | information, and provided;
provided. is present. analysis lack however, there is
development. no analysis
present.
The information The information The information There is no
presented in the presented in the presented in the evidence of

product is very
organized and
clear. Thereisa
logical flow of
information.

product is
organized and
clear. The flow of
information is
mostly logical.

product lacks some
organization and
clarity. The
logical flow of
information is
limited.

organization or
clarity. The flow
of information is
haphazard and
illogical.

Presentation

The presentation
of the content is
unique and
engaging. It does
not take away or
distract from the
content but
enriches it in a
way that is very
informative.

The presentation
of the content is
unique and
engaging. It does
not take away or
distract from the
content but is
informative.

The presentation
of the content is
adequate to
communicate the
main points. It
somewhat
distracts from the
content.

The presentation
of the content is
does not
communicate the
objective of the
project. It is very
distracting and
ineffective.
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The writer makes

The writer makes

The writer makes

The writer makes

no errors in 1-2 errorsin 3-4 errors in more than 4 errors
grammar or grammar or grammar or in grammar or
spelling that spelling that spelling that spelling that
Grammar distract the reader distract the reader distract the reader distract the reader
and from the content. from the content. from the content. from the content.
Spelling

*Evidence of plagiarism results in a zero.
Reflection

After you have completed the assignment, think about the following questions and write your responses
to them. Submit your work to the dropbox when you have completed your reflection.
e How often do you see characteristics of Modernism in films and novels that you like?
e What do you like or dislike about Modernist pieces?
o Do you see a big difference between Modernist pieces and popular literature written in the last ten
to twenty years? What are those differences or similarities?

Once you have completed your Modernism Comparison and reflection, please submit them with the
Works Cited document to the dropbox.
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