
Module 10: Conflicting Ideologies 
Topic 5 Content: Characteristics of Literary Nonfiction 
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1. People, events, and subject matter must be real.
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2. Setting and places must be real.
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3. All information must be researched, accurate, and historically verifiable.  The writer must relate events
from a first-hand account, meaning he or she experienced them.  Or the writer must have conducted 
exhaustive research on the topic. 
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4. The writing uses a narrative style with techniques and elements consistent with fiction and poetry, such
as plot, setting, characters, tone, theme, voice, style, and structure. 
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