
Module 3: The Influence of Faith in Colonial American Literature 
Topic 1 Content: Michael Wigglesworth “A Day of Doom” 

 

Stanzas 5-8 

[ 5 ] 

For at midnight brake forth a Light,  
     which turn'd the night to day,  
And speedily an hideous cry  
     did all the world dismay.  
Sinners awake, their hearts do ake,  
     trembling their loynes surprizeth;  
Amaz'd with fear, by what they hear,  
     each one of them ariseth. 

 

[ 6 ] 

They rush from Beds with giddy heads,  
     and to their windows run,  
Viewing this light, which shines more bright  
     then doth the Noon-day Sun.  
Straightway appears (they see't with tears)  
     the Son of God most dread;  
Who with his Train comes on amain  
     To Judge both Quick and Dead. 

 

[ 7 ] 

Before his face the Heav'ns gave place,  
     and Skies are rent asunder,  
With mighty voice, and hideous noise,  
     more terrible than Thunder.  
His brightness damps hev'ns glorious lamps  
     and makes them hide their heads,  
As if afraid and quite dismay'd,  
     they quit their wonted steads. 

 

[ 8 ] 

Ye sons of men that durst contemn  
     the Threatnings of God’s Word,  
How cheer you now? your hearts, I trow,  
     are sthrill'd as with a sword.  
Now Atheist blind, whose brutish mind  
     a God could never see,  
Dost thou perceive, dost now believe,  
     that Christ thy Judge shall be? 

 


