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Click the green tabs in the book to move through the interactivity and learn more
about how the English language in America shifted away from grand style.
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Literacy Spreads

Chopter 1. Literacy
Spreads

As lteracy spreod, due monly n
part to the prnktng press, the
Englsh longuoge began 1o evolve
o something thol the “overoge
recder’ codd more eosty recd

ond understond. This shét. from
grond to mdde o plon wos siow
coming 0 Englond, bt & sprecd
more ropicly in the Americos.

As literacy spread, due mainly in part to the printing press, the English language
began to evolve into something that the “average reader” could more easily read
and understand. This shift, from grand to middle to plain, was slow coming in
England, but it spread more rapidly in the Americas.
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Colonial Plain Style

Chapter 2: Colonial Plain
Style

n the New World, colonists were
specificaly seeking ndependence
from the Batish way of thought. A
port of thal ndependence wos o
delbercte otterrpt to breck from
the hugh style® of Brilsh kerctre.

Plon  style rheloric  worded

nformabion n o way thol everycne

coddt reod, write, ond understond

Porticdarly, colonsts wonted to v

record their beliefs ond This plan stye often mode

expermnces n O plon ond simple frequet uses of bibbcad ond

style thot coud be recd by aryone cossical references, which wos
popdar n eorly  Americon
norrolives.

In the New World, colonists were specifically seeking independence from the
British way of thought. A part of that independence was a deliberate attempt to
break from the “high style” of British literature. Plain style rhetoric worded
information in a way that everyone could read, write, and understand. Particularly,
colonists wanted to record their beliefs and experiences in a plain and simple
style that could be read by anyone. This plain style often made frequent uses of
biblical and classical references, which was popular in early American narratives.
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Chopter 3: Puritan Plain
Style

The Puitors volued dorily ond
smplkily toth n ther literory
prsuls o n the other orls
nduding ther cress, orcdhitecture,
nlenor design, and pantng. For

B exorple, Puriton dhrrches feolured
O reor design exposed supports

ond open bghting, rstecd of stared
glass windows, pankings, or ormole
crving found n Bw Eurcpeon
trocktion.  Embellishment  ond
decoration were seen as sgrs of
excessive pride. Rother thon show
off Wer skiis, writers ond other
knds of ortists sought to ploce the
ermphasis on God. Purtons valued

Topic 3 Content: Shift to Plain Style Notes

serplcty n fe; therefore, ther
Iterclure reflected o plon style thot
Guickly become the halmork of the
Americon Iterory movement

The Puritans valued clarity and simplicity both in their literary pursuits and in the
other arts, including their dress, architecture, interior design, and painting. For
example, Puritan churches featured linear design, exposed supports and open
lighting, instead of stained glass windows, paintings, or ornate carving found in
the European tradition. Embellishment and decoration were seen as signs of
excessive pride. Rather than show off their skills, writers and other kinds of
artists sought to place the emphasis on God. Puritans valued simplicity in life;
therefore, their literature reflected a plain style that quickly became the hallmark
of the American literary movement.
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William Bradford

M

Chapter 4: Williom
Bradford

Born n Engiond, Willam Brodéerd
spent much of his chidhood § ond
confired to his Ledrcom  Ths
provided him ample tme to read
the Bbie ond jon the Sepcrobst
moverment  thal  sought  religious
freedom, Brotford's groue come to
the New World on the Abyflower
He cdocumented ther experiences,
hordships, ond notive encourters n
0 lengthy book entitied OF MAymouth
Plontolion.  Brodford = perhops
most known for serving over Uree
decodes os governor of one of
Arrerica’s origindl Colones.

Born in England, William Bradford spent much of his childhood ill and confined to
his bedroom. This provided him ample time to read the Bible and join the
Separatist movement that sought religious freedom. Bradford’s group came to
the New World on the Mayflower. He documented their experiences, hardships,
and native encounters in a lengthy book entitted Of Plymouth Plantation.
Bradford is perhaps most known for serving over three decades as governor of
one of America’s original colonies.
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Of Plymouth Plantation Excerpt

Plymouth Plantation
Excerpt

*Thwse rodbles beng biown over,
ond now Gl beng compact together
n one shp, they put 1o seo ogon
with © prospercus wind, which
contnued divers doys logether,
which WOS SOMe  eNcour Ogement
unto themy yel, occordng fo the
usual marner, mary were officted
with seasckness. And | may not omd
here o speckd work of Gods
provdence. There wos a proud ond
very profone young men, one of the
seamen, of a lusty, oble body, which
mode him the more houghty, he

would dways be conternng the
pocr people n ther sicdness ond
orsng them doly with grevous
execrobong; ond o not et to tek
them thal he hoped o help 1o cast
half of them overboard before they
care o ther jourmeys end, ond to
Mok ey with what they had end

if he were by any gently reproved, 3“-,‘_‘.
he would orse ond swear most [ B
bitterly. But 2 plecsed God before Y

they come holf secs over, o smite
ths young mon with o grevous
dsecse. of which he dwd n o
despercle monrwr, ond S0 wos
himgelf the fest thol wos thvown
overboord. *

Sepwmber bk ey from Chcpoer §

5 111}
i £ 1

“These troubles being blown over, and now all being compact together in one
ship, they put to sea again with a prosperous wind, which continued divers days
together, which was some encouragement unto them; yet, according to the usual
manner, many were afflicted with seasickness. And | may not omit here a special
work of God's providence. There was a proud and very profane young man, one
of the seamen, of a lusty, able body, which made him the more haughty; he
would alway be contemning the poor people in their sickness and cursing them
daily with grievous execrations; and did not let to tell them that he hoped to help
to cast half of them overboard before they came to their journey's end, and to
make merry with what they had; and if he were by any gently reproved, he would
curse and swear most bitterly. But it pleased God before they came half seas
over, to smite this young man with a grievous disease, of which he died in a
desperate manner, and so was himself the first that was thrown overboard. “
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Bradford's Plain Style

Chapter 6: Bradford’s
Plain Style

nh on alterpt to formdize the
writing, Broord utizes the thrd
person.  He says, “they' even
hough he wos present 1o witrwss
e evenis S, ths style s
consicered plon style.  Think oot

what events ore ocorrng n the
short possoge. Now, corsder how
matter-offoctly Brodford detols
e evenis. Who do you thek the
ntended oudence wos? Why wrile
GOt such dramalc events n such
a plon shie? Whot rhetorica
wements ore present n his style?
Which ore missrg?

In an attempt to formalize the writing, Bradford utilizes the third person. He says,
“they,” even though he was present to witness the events. Still, this style is
considered plain style. Think about what events are occurring in this short
passage. Now, consider how matter-of-factly Bradford details the events. Who
do you think the intended audience was? Why write about such dramatic events
in such a plain style? What rhetorical elements are present in his style? Which
are missing?
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