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Module 3:  The Influence of Faith in Colonial American Literature 

Topic 6 Content:  Persuasive Rhetorical Devices and Patterns 

 

Introduction 

 

Learn about rhetorical devices and patterns that are used in persuasive 
speeches and writing to persuade an audience to listen and empathize with their 
opinions and ideas. 
 
Click on each of the notes on the bulletin board to learn more.  Make sure to click 
on each of the notes. 

 



2 

 

Restatement  

 

Definition 
 
Restatement is stating the same point repeatedly, but with different wording. 
 
Example 
 
He felt that the government did not have the authority to levy a tax on his house.   

He was sure that property taxes were unconstitutional. 
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Repetition  

 

Definition 
 
Repetition is stating the same thing, usually a memorable phrase, repeatedly. 
 
Example 
 
Today we can make yesterday’s failures just a memory. Today we can choose a 

new path to travel.  Today we can begin tomorrow. 
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Parallelism  

 

Definition 
 
Parallelism is listing or explaining points in the same format. 
 
Example 
 
He was accused by those who were to blame, convicted by those who were 
guilty, and executed by those who were corrupt. 
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Rhetorical Questioning  

 

Definition 
 
Rhetorical questioning is asking a question for which the speaker does not 
actually want an answer but rather wants to provoke thought. 
 
Example 
 
Should we allow others to dictate our future?  Should we blindly go where we are 
told? 
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Example  

 

Definition 
 
An example gives a representation or a sample of an object, idea, or scenario. 
 
Example 
 
We must be willing to sacrifice comfort to make a difference.  An example is Dr. 
Rachel Martin who left her warm home to live in shelters and provide care for the 
sick during the recent epidemic.   Hundreds survived as a result of her sacrifice 
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Definition 

 

Definition 
 
Definition explains the meaning or terms of something.  
 
Example 
 
Heroic acts are ones where individuals ignore personal risk to help others in 
need.  
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Comparison and Contrast  

 

Definition 
 
Comparison and contrast explains the similarities and differences between at 
least two items. 
 
Example 
 
While lemons and oranges are both citrus fruits, oranges have a sweeter taste 
than lemons. 
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Sequence of Events  

 

Definition 
 
A sequence of events describes occurrences in chronological order. 
 
Example 
 
It began to rain.  The road surface became wet.  As the temperature dropped, the 

water on the road froze and became a thin sheet of ice.  Cars began to slide on 

the icy coating. 
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Cause and Effect  

 

Definition 
 
Cause and effect illustrates what happens (effect) as a result of an action 
(cause). 
 
Example 
 
Recent hurricanes have caused insurance companies to pay millions of dollars in 

damage claims.  The effect of these costly claims has been insurance policy 

changes that decrease coverage and raise the homeowner’s deductible. 
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Description 

 

Definition 
 
Descriptions portray the characteristics of something. 
 
Example 
 
Quinoa is a grain grown in Andean regions of South America.  It is high in protein 

and fiber and has a sweet, nutty flavor. 
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Narration 

 

Definition 
 
Narration tells a story. 
 
Example 
 
While driving past a drainage pond, David Tyree noticed a boy struggling to keep 

his head above water.  David stopped the car and ran to the pond as the boy 

splashed frantically.  David swam out and pulled the boy to the shore. 
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Exit  

 

You have successfully viewed all of the devices and patterns.  Click the button to 
close this learning object.  

 


