
Module 4: Drama in American Literature 
Topic 6 Content: Literature Review Act Three 

 
Introduction 
 

 
 
Here are five doors to the prison cells of characters who have been arrested.  Ask each prisoner 
why he or she was arrested by clicking on the spinning dots on the doors of their prison cells, and 
then read their responses. 

1 

 



Module 4: Drama in American Literature 
Topic 6 Content: Literature Review Act Three 

 
John Proctor 
 

 
 
I attempted to derail the mounting hysteria by revealing my adulterous affair with Abigail 
Williams.  My testimony and evidence did not convince the court to spare my wife.  In my 
growing frustration, I verbally lashed out against the court, the judges, and the hypocrisy of this 
town.  I am now accused of witchcraft along with my wife and have ruined my good name. 
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Giles Corey 
 

 
 
By questioning what I saw as my wife's unnatural reading of books, I inadvertently got her 
arrested for being a witch.  Feeling guilt-ridden and ashamed, I tried to save her by petitioning the 
court to hear evidence against her accuser.  When I refused to reveal the name of my witness, I 
was also arrested.  They may threaten me all they want, but I will stand firm against these 
accusations. 
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Rebecca Nurse 
 

 
 
I have always been a sensible and morally upright citizen of Salem.  I have many children and 
grandchildren, and I knew from the beginning that those girls were playing tricks.  I refused to 
participate in the witch hunt and was one of the first of hundreds to be accused and arrested for 
witchcraft.  God sees my innocence, and no matter what, I will not confess. 
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Elizabeth Proctor 
 

 
 
As the wife of John Proctor, I became a prime target for Abigail Williams, a young girl who is 
obsessed with my husband.  Abigail has plotted to get rid of me by accusing me of witchcraft. 
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Martha Corey 
 

 
 
I am the third wife of Giles Corey, and I love to read different kinds of books.  They came to my 
home and arrested me for being a witch because my husband told people that I read strange 
books.  I know if I confess, my life will be spared, yet I cannot bring myself to lie. 
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