Module 5: Stretching Limits in the Age of Reason
Topic 1 Content: Henry's Speech to the Virginia Convention Template

1. A mythological allusion is a reference to people, places, or things in mythology.  What is the mythological reference, or allusion, in paragraph 2 of Henry's speech?
2. In paragraph 4, what metaphors does Henry use to describe the coming of war?
3. A rhetorical question is a question that is not made to get information, but is used for some other purpose, such as to provoke an emotion, provide emphasis, or act as a transition.  What is an example of a rhetorical question in paragraph 5?
4. Why do you think Henry uses a rhetorical question in paragraph 5 rather than straightforward statements of fact?  How does this technique make his speech more persuasive?
5. Which of the following quotations do you find most meaningful and why?  Choose one. 

a. "Different men often see the same subject in different lights."
b. "I shall speak forth my sentiments freely and without reserve."
c. "It is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope."
d. "Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not?"
e. "I am willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst and to provide for it."
f. "Trust it not, sir; it will prove to snare to your feet."
6. What other phrases or ideas in the speech do you find most powerful and why?
7. A biblical allusion is a reference to the Bible.  Patrick Henry assumes his audience will know these references.  He says, "Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss".  This statement is referring to Judas betraying Jesus with a kiss.  The kiss was implying great friendship, but this act led to the soldiers arresting Jesus.  In another biblical allusion, Henry says, "Are we disposed to be of the number of those who having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern their temporal salvation?"  Referring to Ezekiel 12:2 which says that those who can't see and can't hear the truth about God will lose their spiritual salvation, Henry is comparing the colonists who can't see or hear the truth about what the British are doing to those in the Bible who lost their spiritual salvation because they couldn't hear or see.  How powerful do you feel these biblical allusions are to his audience?
8. What is a current topic of social and political debate to which you could apply one of these quotations?
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