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Introduction 
 

 
 
Throughout human history, innumerable stories have been told and retold so often that certain 
story elements show a pattern of repetition, even across different cultures and time periods.  
These repeated patterns are called archetypes, and they can take such forms as settings, plots, 
imagery, themes, and other story elements.  Click each of the tabs to examine several character 
archetypes. 
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Caretaker 
 

 
 
The caretaker archetype takes care of or is responsible for someone who cannot take care of 
himself or herself.  This character offers constant support. 
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Earth Mother 
 

 
 
The Earth mother archetype nurtures, guides, teaches, and explains.  She represents the home and 
fertility.  In addition to protecting the hero, she offers unconditional love. 
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Faithful Companion 
 

 
 
The faithful companion archetype offers loyalty, support, and constant friendship.  This character 
is usually a secondary character and supports the hero or heroine. 
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Hero/Heroine 
 

 
 
The hero or heroine archetype is usually the protagonist of the story.  This character battles 
against the villain, or opposing force, and represents goodness.  Heroes and heroines often 
possess powers that surpass ordinary human abilities to perform extraordinary deeds. 
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Innocent 
 

 
 
The innocent archetype is childlike and naive, one who lacks sophistication as well as experience. 



Module 3: Exploring Good, Evil, and Noble Sacrifice 
Topic 2 Content: Character Archetypes 

 

7 

 

Misfit 
 

 
 
The misfit archetype does not fit in well with any group because the character is poorly adapted 
or because the character does not feel or have any connection to a group. 
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Mother/Father Figure 
 

 
 
The mother or father figure archetype protects, disciplines, and gives unconditional love. 
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Outsider/Outcast 
 

 
 
The outsider or outcast archetype is alienated or ostracized by society.  This character is either 
cast away from society or voluntarily abandons it. 
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Rebel 
 

 
 
The rebel archetype opposes authority.  This character rejects the values of his or her society. 
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Rugged Individualist 
 

 
 
The rugged individualist archetype believes in self-reliance.  This character is an independent 
thinker and relies on his or her personal strengths. 
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Shrew 
 

 
 
The shrew archetype is a female character who does not conform to society's rules and 
expectations.  She is sometimes characterized as having a violent temper or being an unpleasant 
nag. 
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Trickster 
 

 
 
The trickster archetype deceives, swindles, and tricks others.  This character is known to enjoy 
being mischievous and is generally untrustworthy. 
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Villain 
 

 
 
The villain archetype opposes the hero or heroine.  This character often has an evil nature and is 
known to cause chaos or mayhem. 
 
 


