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Introduction 
 

 
 
Click each of the tabs for a brief overview of the lives of three English poets of the Renaissance.
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John Donne 
 

 
 
As a young poet, John Donne wrote passionate and intriguing love poems, often under the 
support of wealthy patrons.  He studied at Oxford and Cambridge but never received a degree, 
possibly because he refused to compromise his Catholic beliefs.  In later life, he became the Dean 
of St. Paul's Cathedral in London and authored popular sermons and meditations. 
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Ben Jonson 
 

 
 
Ben Jonson is often described as a big man with great courage.  Early in his life, he fought as a 
soldier abroad.  After returning to England, he became a highly respected poet and playwright 
whose reputation rivaled that of William Shakespeare.  Jonson wrote in a diversity of styles and is 
remembered today for his artistry and clarity of expression. 



Module 4: Examining Love, Friendship, and Power 
Topic 3 Content: Other Poets of the Renaissance 

 

4 

 

Amelia Lanier 
 

 
 
Amelia Lanier was an advocate for women's rights.  Although she had ties with the royal court, 
she lived a humble life after marriage.  In 1611, Lanier published a volume of poetry, establishing 
herself as one of the first female professional poets in England.  In her writing, Lanier advocated 
for women's equality with men and questioned the portrayal of women in the Bible. 
 


