
Module 5: The Literary Response to the Changing World 
Topic 1 Content: “The Diary of Samuel Pepys” by Samuel Pepys 

1 

…about 4 in the morning I rose. 
 
And got to the abby, where I fallowed Sir J. Denham the surveyour with some company that he 
was leading in. And with much ado, by the favour of Mr. Cooper his man, did get up into a great 
scaffold across the north end of the abby - where with a great deal of patience I sat from past 4 till 
11 before the King came in. And a pleasure it was to see the Abbey raised in the middle, all 
covered with red and throne (that is a chaire) and footstoole on the top of it. And all the officers 
of all kinds, so much as the very fidlers, in red vests. 
 

At last comes in the Deane and prebends of Westminster with the Bishops (many of them 
in cloth-of-glod Copes); and after them the nobility all in their parliament-robes, which was a 
most magnificent sight. Then the Duke and the King with a scepter (carried by my Lord of 
Sandwich) and Sword and mond before him, and the crowne too. 
 

The King in his robes, bare headed, which was very fine. And after all had placed 
themselfs - there was a sermon and the service. And then in the Quire at the high altar he passed 
all the ceremonies of the Coronacion - which, to my very great grief, I and most of the Abbey 
could not see. The crowne being put upon his head, a great shout begun. And he came forth to the 
Throne and there passed more ceremonies: as, taking the oath and having things read to him by 
the Bishopp, and his lords (who put on their capps as soon as the King put on his Crowne) and 
Bishopps came and kneeled before him. 

 
And three times the King-at-armes went to the three open places on the scaffold and 

proclaimed that if any one could show any reason why Ch.Steward should not be King of 
England, that now he should come and speak. 
And a Generall pardon also was read by the Lord Chancellor; and meddalls flung up and down by 
my Lord Cornwallis - of silver; but I could not come by any. 
But so great a noise, that I could make but little of the Musique; and endeed, it was lost to 
everybody. But I had so great a list to pisse, that I went out a little while before the King had done 
all his ceremonies and went round the abby to Westminster-hall, all the way within rayles, and 
10000 people, with the ground coverd with blue cloth - and Scaffolds all the way. Into the hall I 
got - where it was very fine with hangings and scaffolds, one upon another, full of brave ladies. 
And my wife in one little one on the right hand. 
 

Here I stayed walking up and down; and at last, upon one of the side-stalls, I stood and 
saw the King come in with all the persons (but the Souldiers) that were yesterday in the 
cavalcade; and a most pleasant sight it was to see them in their several robes. And the King came 
in with his Crowne on and his sceptre in his hand - under a Canopy borne up by six silver staves, 
carried by Barons of the Cinqueports - and little bells at every end. 

 
And after a long time he got up to the farther end, and all set themselfs down at their 

several tables - and that also was a rare sight. And the King's first Course carried up by the 
Knights of the bath. And many fine ceremonies there was of the Heralds leading up people before 
him and bowing; and my Lord of Albimarles going to the Kitchin and eat a bit of the first dish 
that was to go to the King's table. 

 
But above all was these three Lords, Nothumberland and Suffolke and the Duke of 

Ormond, coming before the Courses on horseback and staying so all dinner-time; and at last, to 
bring up (Dymock) the King's Champion, all in armor on horseback, with his Speare and targett 
carried before him. And a herald proclaim that if any dare deny Ch. Steward to be lawful King of 
England, here was a Champion that would fight with him; and with those words the Champion 
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flings down his gantlet; and all this he doth three times in his going up toward the King's table. At 
last when he is come, the King drinkes to him and then sends him the Cup, which is of gold; and 
he drinks it off and then rides back again with the cup in his hand. 

 
I went from table to table to see the Bishops and all others at their dinner, and was 

infinite pleased with it. And at the Lords' table I met with Wll. Howe and he spoke to my Lord for 
me and he did give me four rabbits and a pullet; and so I got it, and Mr. Creed and I got Mr. 
Michell to give us some bread and so we at a Stall eat it, as everybody else did what they could 
get. 

 
I took a great deal of pleasure to go up and down and look upon the ladies - and to hear 

the Musique of all sorts; but above all, the 24 viollins. 
 

About 6 at night they had dined; and I went up to my wife and tere met with a pretty lady 
(Mrs Frankelyn, a Doctor's wife, a friend of Mr Bowyers) and kissed them both - and by and by 
took them down to Mr. Bowyers. And strange it is, to think that these two days have held up fair 
till now that all is done and the King gone out of the hall; and then it fell a-raining and thundering 
and lightening as I have not seen it do some years - which people did take great notice of God's 
blessing of the work of these two days - which is foolery, to take too much notice of these things 
Some were convinced it was a good augury, others that it was evil. Richard Baxter was reminded 
of the earthquake that occurred during Charles I coronation. 


