Module 7: Balancing the Individual and Society
Topic 5 Content: Notes on Plot Structure Template

View a live or filmed performance of Arthur Miller's play Death of a Salesman.  As you watch the play, take notes on the key plot events as they occur in the play and identify the plot elements (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution).  You are not limited by the number of boxes below.
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Now, take a look at the events recorded on the prior page and reorder them in chronological order.  Decide which events are real and which ones are Willy's hallucinations.  Comparing the chronological order of events with the order in which they are presented in the play, think about why the playwright chose a modified plot structure and the effect that it has on the telling of the story.  How do the plot elements and plot structure in Death of a Salesman differ from those in The Importance of Being Earnest?
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