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Introduction 
 

 
 
War poetry of the early 20th century varied in tone from patriotic to disillusioned. Rupert Brooke's 
poem "The Soldier" focuses not so much on war itself but on the homeland of a fallen soldier. 
This poem can inspire readers who are fellow soldiers and console loved ones of the fallen. In this 
interactivity, click each of the questions to learn more about "The Soldier" by Rupert Brooke. 
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What is the speaker of the poem suggesting in the first three lines? 
 

 
 
The speaker conveys that if he dies while fighting in foreign lands, then a piece of England will 
forever be at his burial spot. 
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How does the speaker feel about his homeland? 
 

 
 
The speaker is deeply patriotic. The idyllic and lovely images he presents reveal how much he 
loves his homeland. 
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According to the second stanza, what is heaven like to the speaker? 
 

 
 
Heaven is very much like the England that the speaker describes in the first stanza. He suggests 
that after death, he will get to come back to "an English heaven." 
 
 
 


