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Introduction 

 

All of the previous elements you have learned about regarding plot and characterization will help 
to convey the theme. The pieces come together like a puzzle to give you hints about what the 
lesson or message is intended to be. In this interactivity, click on each folder tab to learn more 
about the differences between morals and universal truths, which are both types of themes. 
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Morals 

 

A moral is a lesson that the author wants to teach about life. It is usually a lesson about how 
people should be or act. These are often told through short tales of morality or animal tales that 
teach a lesson. Most commonly, you may have seen morals stated or strongly implied at the end 
of a work. 
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Universal Truths 

 

A universal truth is not always pleasant. These are truths about life or human nature that are true 
around the globe. They might point out unpleasant human behaviors. Universal truths are 
messages that are considered true universally like "love can lead to exploration of one's soul" or 
"friendship is important to adolescent survival." 
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