Module 3: MLA

Topic 4 Application: Is It Plagiarism?

The best way to learn how to avoid plagiarism is to practice using “best practices” when recording information from original sources. In this activity, you will apply what you have learned about recognizing and avoiding plagiarism. Below are statements of information pulled from research sources for a project, as well as the original information from the source. Identify whether or not the researched information is plagiarized. If it is plagiarized, explain how you would correct the plagiarism. Place your answers in the charts provided. Be sure to look at the example given below to help you understand how to complete this assignment.
When you have completed the assignment, save your work and submit it to the dropbox.
Example: 

Original Source:
“Generation M2: Media in the Lives of 8- to 18-Year-Olds.” Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation. January 2010. Web. 9 February 2013. <http://www.kff.org/entmedia/upload/8010.pdf>.
Original Information (from page 2 of the original source):

Over the past five years, there has been a huge increase in media use among young people. 

Five years ago, we reported that young people spent an average of nearly 6½ hours (6:21) a day with media—and managed to pack more than 8½ hours (8:33) worth of media content into that time by multitasking. At that point it seemed that young people’s lives were filled to the bursting point with media. 

	The student writes:
	Levels of media usage among young people have risen dramatically over the last five years (“Generation M2” 2).

	Is this plagiarism?

	No.

	If plagiarized, please explain how to correct the plagiarism. If correct, please state why.  
	The student summarized the information and put it into his or her own words. There is also a citation.


Question 1

Original Information (from page 2):

Moreover, given the amount of time they spend using more than one medium at a time, today’s youth pack a total of 10 hours and 45 minutes worth of media content into those daily 7½ hours—an increase of almost 2¼ hours of media exposure per day over the past five years.

	The student writes:
	Today’s youth pack a total of 10 hours and 45 minutes worth of media content into one day (“Generation M2” 2).

	Is this plagiarism?
	


	If plagiarized, please explain how to correct the plagiarism. If correct, please state why.  
	


Question 2

Original Information (from page 2):

An explosion in mobile and online media has fueled the increase in media use among young people.

	The student writes:
	According to the report, “an explosion in mobile and online media has fueled the increase in media use among young people” leading us to believe that increased technological advances play a role (“Generation M2” 2).

	Is this plagiarism?
	

	If plagiarized, please explain how to correct the plagiarism. If correct, please state why.  
	


Question 3

Original Information (from page 2):

The story of media in young people’s lives today is primarily a story of technology facilitating increased consumption. The mobile and online media revolutions have arrived in the lives—and the pockets—of American youth. 
	The student writes:
	Increased use of media in young people is basically a story of technology promoting greater consumption (“Generation M2” 2). 

	Is this plagiarism?
	

	If plagiarized, please explain how to correct the plagiarism. If correct, please state why.  
	


Question 4

Original Information (from page 3):

Today, 20% of media consumption (2:07) occurs on mobile devices—cell phones, iPods® or handheld video game players. Moreover, almost another hour (:56) consists of “old” content—TV or music—delivered through “new” pathways on a computer (such as Hulu™ or iTunes®).
	The student writes:
	Increased use of media in young people is basically a story of technology promoting greater consumption (“Generation M2” 2). 

	Is this plagiarism?
	

	If plagiarized, please explain how to correct the plagiarism. If correct, please state why.  
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