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Introduction 

 

George Orwell carefully created each one of the characters, events, and settings in Animal Farm 
to represent the people, events, and settings of the Russian Revolution. As you may have noticed, 
the concept of Animalism closely mirrors Communism in the Soviet Union. In this interactivity, 
click the NEXT and PREV buttons to learn about what some of these characters, locations, and 
items represent in the novel. 
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Manor Farm 

 

Manor Farm is the farm on which the animals and the Jones family live. It represents Russia prior 
to the October Rebellion of 1917. 
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Mr. Jones 

 

Mr. Jones owns Manor Farm. He is often drunk and indulgent, even when his animals go without 
food. He is meant to represent Czar Nicholas II, who ruled Russia before the October Rebellion 
of 1917. 
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Old Major 

 

Old Major is a boar, or male pig, who gives a speech to the other animals about an idealized farm. 
His speech inspired the Rebellion on the farm, though he did not live to see it. Old Major 
represents Karl Marx, known as "the father of communism." 
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Napoleon 

 

Napoleon becomes the leader of Animal Farm after the Rebellion.  Napoleon uses intimidation 
and manipulation to gain power over the other animals. Napoleon represents Joseph Stalin and his 
political tactics in the Soviet Union. 
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Snowball 

 

Snowball is a pig who challenges Napoleon for power after the Rebellion. Snowball seems very 
intelligent and passionate about leading Animal Farm. He represents Leon Trotsky, who 
challenged Joseph Stalin for power in the Soviet Union after the death of Vladimir Lenin. 
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Moses 

 

Moses is a raven who represents the Russian Orthodox Church. He is constantly talking about 
Sugarcandy Mountain, which represents heaven. He leaves the farm with the Jones family after 
the Rebellion. 
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Squealer 

 

Squealer is a pig who is in charge of spreading the pigs' information throughout Animal Farm - 
whether it is true or false. Squealer represents the newspapers and other Soviet media that was 
controlled by the government. 
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Mollie 

 

Mollie is a female horse who pulls Mr. Jones's cart.  She is extremely vain and concerned with 
luxuries.  The conditions on Animal Farm are very different that those that she is used to. Mollie 
represents the upper-class Russians who lost privilege and luxury after the October Revolution of 
1917. 



Module 4: The Novel - Animal Farm 
Topic 2 Content: Allegory in Animal Farm Notes 

10 

Boxer 

 

Boxer is an older horse who is important to the success of the Rebellion and Animal Farm.  He is 
trusting of the pigs and their rules.  Boxer represents the working-class Russians. 
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Hoof and Horn Flag 

 
The hoof and horn flag becomes the symbol for Animal Farm. It represents the hammer and 
sickle flag used by the Soviet Union. 
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