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CAPITULATE 

DEFINITION: 
to give up; to remove resistance 
 
PART OF SPEECH: 
verb 
 
USED IN A SENTENCE: 
After hours of arguing, he capitulated his stance on the issue. 
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COUNTENANCE 
 
DEFINITION: 
appearance, especially the expression of the face 
 
PART OF SPEECH: 
noun 
 
USED IN A SENTENCE: 
The question left him with a puzzled countenance. 
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DECREE 
 
DEFINITION: 
an authoritative order that has the force of law 
 
PART OF SPEECH: 
noun 
 
USED IN A SENTENCE: 
The decree states that all bicycle riders must wear helmets. 
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PRETEXT 
 
DEFINITION: 
a professed purpose or excuse 
 
PART OF SPEECH: 
noun 
 
USED IN A SENTENCE: 
She was eavesdropping on the conversation while she was in the room on the pretext of collecting 
trash. 

 



Module 4: The Novel – Animal Farm 
Topic 5 Content: Animal Farm – Vocabulary (Chapter 7) 

6 

 

STUPEFIED 
 
DEFINITION: 
struck with surprise or shock 
 
PART OF SPEECH: 
adjective 
 
USED IN A SENTENCE: 
She was stupefied by the sudden appearance of the giant spider on her notebook. 

 


