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Introduction 

 

Rhyme refers to the repetition of sounds in two or more words. Click on each of the tabs to learn 
more about different types of rhymes in poetry. Make sure to visit each section. 
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End Rhyme 

 

The most common type of rhyming is end rhyme, or rhyming that occurs at the end of lines of 
poetry.  Take a moment to view this excerpt from William Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 73” and to read 
it to yourself.  Notice how the first and third lines rhyme, and the second and fourth lines rhyme.  
When you analyze the rhyming pattern in poetry, you should use letters to indicate the rhyme 
scheme.  You should label the first line with the letter A. Every line that rhymes with the first line 
will also be labeled A. The first line that does not rhyme with A is labeled with the letter B, and 
so on. 
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Internal Rhyme 

 

When poets utilize words that rhyme within the same line, it is called an internal rhyme. Take a 
moment to view this excerpt from “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe and to read it to yourself.  
What you will notice is that in the first and third lines of the poem, there are rhymes within each 
line using the words dreary, weary, napping, and tapping. 
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Slant Rhyme 

 

Sometimes, a poet uses sets of words that almost rhyme, but do not rhyme exactly. This is called 
near rhyme, slant rhyme, or approximate rhyme. Take a moment to view this excerpt from the 
poem “Lines Written in Dejection” by William Butler Yeats and to read it to yourself.  When you 
first look at the sample, the first and third lines and the second and fourth lines appear to rhyme; 
however, when you read the poem out loud, you will notice that the word “moon” does not rhyme 
with “on” and the word “bodies” does not rhyme with “ladies.”  While these words do not rhyme 
exactly, the rhyme is very close. 
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No Rhyme 

 

Some poems have no rhyming or rhythmic pattern. These poems are called free verse poems.  
Take a moment to view this excerpt from the poem “A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt 
Whitman and to read it to yourself.  You can see that there is no set rhyming pattern in the poem. 
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