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Introduction 
 

 
 
Click the tabs to learn more about creating an effective conclusion for a research paper. 
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Purpose of a Conclusion 
 

 
 
After you have introduced your topic and supported your thesis with researched evidence, you 
must properly close your paper with an effective conclusion rather than leaving your readers 
hanging with an abrupt ending.  The conclusion can tie up any loose ends for your readers and 
offer further clarification as needed.  However, the conclusion is not a place where you would 
want to include or introduce new evidence or arguments. 
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Restated Thesis 
 

 
 
As you write the conclusion of a research paper, begin your concluding paragraph with a 
restatement of the thesis and a summary of your main points.  However, you do not want to 
simply repeat your thesis statement from the introduction word for word or change the order of 
your phrases.  Come up with a new way to express your thesis using different words. 
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The Clincher 
 

 
 
Finally, you should end your paper with a clincher, or concluding sentence that restates a point, 
summarizes, adds a persuasive punch, relates back to the paper's hook, or ends on an interesting 
or memorable note.  Below is an example of a clincher that complements a thesis about a 
hypothetical researcher.  
 
Clincher: Recognizing the groundbreaking research on bacteria by Dr. Lee is not only a matter of 
prestige, it will soon be a matter of life and death for many people. 
 


