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Introduction 
 

 
 
In your formal outline, you have already planned an engaging hook and finalized your thesis 
statement.  However, your introductory paragraph can be strengthened if you include two 
additional elements: some background information and a bridge.  Click an image to learn more 
about the elements of an introduction. 
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Background Information 
 

 
 
You have already planned an engaging hook and finalized your formal thesis statement in your 
outline.  However, after you draft your hook in the introductory paragraph, it is a good idea to 
offer some general background information on your topic before going straight into your thesis 
statement.  Depending on how narrow your topic is and how much your audience already knows 
about your topic, you may need to add even more specific information before presenting your 
thesis. 
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The Bridge 
 

 
 
The bridge is exactly what it sounds like, a way to logically connect your attention-grabbing 
opener to your thesis statement.  Your bridge can provide relevant details about your subject, 
explain the inspiration behind your writing topic, or define your topic.  The bridge should ensure 
readers have a clear and logical transition between the opening and the thesis statement.  
However, there is no need yet to mention specific arguments or evidence you will discuss in your 
essay. 
 
 


