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Introduction 
 

 
 
In this interactivity, click the titles to learn more about creating transitions between paragraphs in 
a research paper using one of two methods: borrowing keywords or borrowing ideas from the 
preceding paragraph.  Click Continue to begin. 
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Using Keywords From Previous Paragraphs 
 

 
 
You can create transitions between paragraphs by pulling keywords or phrases from the previous 
paragraph and reusing them in the beginning of the following paragraph.  In the example below, 
notice the repetition of the word "reality." 
 
Example: 

. . . So, as August comes to an end, children begin to face a harsh reality. 

 And what is that reality?  It is the fact that a long year of school will soon begin, and this 

event is unavoidable. . . . 
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Using Ideas From Previous Paragraphs 
 

 
 
You can create transitions between paragraphs by identifying main ideas from the previous 
paragraph and reusing them in the beginning of the following paragraph.  In the example below, 
notice the repeated concept of freedom introduced in the previous paragraph. 
 
Example: 

. . . Finally teenagers could drive their own cars.  They rejoiced in the ability to go wherever they 

pleased, whenever they pleased. 

 Their newfound freedom, however, turned out to be less fulfilling than they expected. . . . 

 
 


