Module 6: Writing a Research Paper
Topic 4 Application: Revising and Editing Peer Review Checklist

After you have written a first draft of your research paper, there remains some important steps before your paper is a finished product.  In this topic, you learned about revising and editing your paper.  Now that you have allowed your paper "to rest," you can return to it with fresh eyes and begin making corrections and revisions.
After you have revised and edited your research paper to the best of your ability, you will submit your revised edition to your instructor, who will then distribute it to a coursemate for a peer review.  You will also receive a peer's research paper so that you can practice reading and giving constructive feedback.  When you give comments, make sure that they are constructive in nature.  In other words, your feedback should not only identify the strong and weak points in the paper but also offer suggestions for improving the paper.  For example, you can say, "The introduction has a really good hook that makes me want to read the rest of the paper.  The thesis, though, does not tell me what your specific opinion is on the subject.  Consider taking a firm stance on the topic and writing that into your thesis."  Do you see how that comment offers a compliment as well as a suggestion as to how to improve a part of the paper?
Before you begin, review the Revising and Editing Peer Review Checklist to make sure that you include all of the items required for full credit.  Although this checklist will guide you through the revising and editing of your peer review, you can of course use the same checklist as you revise and edit your own research paper.
Once you have completed your peer review, please submit a copy of your suggested changes to the dropbox.

Revising and Editing Peer Review Checklist

As you complete your peer review, please review the checklist below to ensure that you have included all needed items.

	Your submitted work should include all of the criteria listed below to receive full credit.

	Included?
	Item

	Revising

	
	You have checked that each paragraph of the paper has a clear main idea and supporting details.

	
	You have checked that each sentence relates to the topic of the paragraph.

	
	You have checked that there are adequate details or background information to make the writing clear to the reader.

	
	You have checked that the ideas and information of the paper are presented in a logical order.

	
	You have checked that there are effective transitions that lead from one idea to the next.

	
	You have checked that the writing has a natural and smooth flow with no excessive repetitiveness.

	
	You have checked that the word choice, or diction, is clear and appropriate for the topic and audience.

	
	You have checked that there is a variety of sentence structures.

	
	You have checked that the ideas included in the paper are necessary and relevant.

	Editing

	
	You have checked that all words are spelled correctly.

	
	You have checked that each sentence has the appropriate punctuation mark.

	
	You have checked that every sentence begins with a capital letter.

	
	You have checked that commas are used correctly.

	
	You have checked that apostrophes are used correctly to show possession.

	
	You have checked that appropriate nouns are capitalized.

	
	You have checked that commonly confused words are not misused.

	
	You have checked that subjects and verbs agree in number.

	
	You have checked that pronouns agree with their antecedents.

	
	You have checked that there are no incomplete sentences.

	
	You have checked that there are no run-on sentences.

	
	You have checked that there are no misplaced modifiers.

	
	You have checked that the paper correctly follows MLA style formatting.
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