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Introduction 
 

 
 
Revising your paper helps you clear up any ideas that are confusing, rearrange the order of ideas, 
and add or delete information.  In this interactivity, click each of the tabs to explore four steps for 
revising your research paper. 
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Read 
 

 
 
Before identifying any mistakes or ambiguities in your paper, you must first read it with a critical 
eye.  However, it is best if you do not try to revise your writing immediately after writing the first 
draft.  Put some time and space between the drafting and revising steps.  After all, you know what 
you were trying to say at the time you wrote the first draft, and sometimes that will affect your 
ability to adequately revise your own work.  
 
Once you have taken some time away from your first draft, read it out loud to yourself.  This can 
help you decide if something sounds awkward.  Also, ask someone else to read it.  Having a 
different perspective will help you discern if there are areas that need more or less explanation. 
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Rework 
 

 
 
When you rework your writing, you continue to make changes until all parts of your essay are 
cohesive.  As you make changes to your paper, ask yourself the following questions. 
 

1. What is the main idea?  Do all sentences and paragraphs point to one idea? 
2. Does each paragraph say what I want it to say? 
3. Does each paragraph work with the one before and after it? 
4. Have I arranged my paragraphs in a logical order?  Or is there an even better order? 
5. Have I left out any details? 
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Refine 
 

 
 
As you refine your first draft, pay attention to the voice of your writing.  Although a research 
paper should be formal, you can also add your own style into your writing so that your unique 
voice is coming through.  Can you hear yourself saying these words aloud?  Does it sound like it 
is coming from you?  Ask yourself the following questions to help you refine your writing. 
 

1. Is my wording clear and easy to understand? 
2. Did I provide enough details, descriptions, or examples? 
3. Did I repeat any words, phrases, or ideas too much?  Would it be better to reword or 

rephrase ideas? 
4. Did I use effective transitions between paragraphs and sentences? 



Module 6: Writing a Research Paper 
Topic 4 Content: Revising Your Research Paper 

 

5 

 

Rewrite 
 

 
 
After reviewing your research paper and identifying areas for improvement, select which ones 
you will incorporate into your final draft.  Whether they come from you or from another reviewer, 
you do not have to accept a revision unless you feel confident that it improves your paper. 
 
After you have rewritten your paper with the necessary revisions, you should read over it one 
more time from beginning to end.  Make sure all of the changes have been incorporated correctly 
and that your paper flows seamlessly. 
 


