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Introduction 
 

 
 
When people hear the word drama, they usually think of the sense of the word referring to 
something serious and highly emotional.  For example, a movie about a man's battle with cancer 
and his shattered relationship with his son may be described as a drama.  However, the term 
drama in literature refers to plays that are performed on a stage.  Shakespeare's dramas are today 
categorized into three types: comedies, tragedies, and histories.  In this interactivity, click the 
checkboxes on the clipboard to examine a list of types of drama in greater detail. 
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Comedies 
 

 
 
Comedies are romantic fantasies designed to amuse the audience.  They focus on regular people 
along with nobles and royalty.  The characters generally have a happy ending with a lot of 
marriages taking place. 
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Tragedies 
 

 
 
Tragedies are plays that deal with death, morality, and destruction.  The main characters are 
nobles, and the primary character dies as a result of his or her one character flaw.  
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Histories 
 

 
 
Histories are plays that teach moral lessons through the crimes and negative actions of real 
leaders and kings. 
 


