
Module 8: Drama – Romeo and Juliet 
Topic 3 Content: Reading Act II of Romeo and Juliet 
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Introduction 
 

 
 
Act II of Romeo and Juliet is full of figurative language, sound devices, and stage directions.  In 
this act, you will explore the famous balcony scene in which Juliet says the line "Romeo, Romeo! 
wherefore art thou Romeo?"  It is time to read and explore the second act, which contains a 
prologue and six scenes.  Before you read each scene from Act II, use the NEXT button to scroll 
down the parchment paper for a brief introduction to the scene.  
 
Click NEXT to continue. 
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Prologue Before Act II 
 

 
 
Recall that a prologue takes place before the opening scene of an act.  Act II of Romeo and Juliet 
begins with a prologue that summarizes the events of the first act and offers a preview of what is 
to come in the second act.  This prologue uses metaphor to compare Romeo's love for Rosaline to 
his love for Juliet.  The main difference this time is that the love is mutual.  The prologue also 
explains that the strength of the couple's love will give them the means to be together, even 
though their relationship is forbidden. 
 
Now read the Prologue of Act II, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene i. 
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Act II, Scene i 
 

 
 
In Scene i, Romeo is not quite ready to leave the party.  He runs away from Benvolio and 
Mercutio into the gardens.  Is Romeo present when Mercutio makes fun of him?  How do you 
know?  Pay close attention to the stage directions and the dialogue.  At what point do Benvolio 
and Mercutio think Romeo is gone? 
 
Now read Scene i of Act II, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene ii. 
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Act II, Scene ii 
 

 
 
In Scene ii, Romeo and Juliet have their romantic balcony scene.  Juliet says the famous line 
"Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou, Romeo?"  Keep in mind that the word wherefore does not 
mean where; it means why.  Thus, Juliet is not calling for Romeo, and she does not know that he 
is there listening to her.  Which line indicates when she does realize he is there? 
 
Juliet expresses a number of fears, yet she is the first one to bring up marriage.  When do they 
plan to marry?  And how will they overcome so many obstacles to their union? 
 
Now read Scene ii of Act II, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene iii. 
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Act II, Scene iii 
 

 
 
In Scene iii, Romeo goes to see his friend, Friar Laurence.  It is important to read the priest's 
soliloquy carefully because he reveals what time it is.  He also scolds Romeo, but then he agrees 
to help.  Why does he decide to help Romeo? 
 
Now read Scene iii of Act II, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene iv. 
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Act II, Scene iv 
 

 
 
In Scene iv, Romeo meets with his friends Benvolio and Mercutio.  From whom is the letter that 
Benvolio and Mercutio are discussing?  How is Romeo different with his friends in this scene, 
and why?  Finally, Juliet's nurse arrives.  What does she discuss with Romeo?  How does the 
nurse provide some comic relief in this scene? 
 
Now read Scene iv of Act II, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene v. 
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Act II, Scene v 
 

 
 
In Scene v, you see Juliet again.  She has been waiting for her nurse to come back.  How does the 
nurse tease her in this scene?  What does the nurse finally tell her? 
 
Now read Scene v of Act II, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene vi. 
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Act II, Scene vi 
 

 
 
In Scene vi, Romeo and Juliet meet with Friar Laurence so that he can marry them.  What advice 
does Friar Laurence give the couple?  
 
Now read Scene vi of Act II. 
 
 


