
Module 8: Drama – Romeo and Juliet 
Topic 4 Content: Reading Act III of Romeo and Juliet 
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Introduction 
 

 
 
In Acts I and II of Romeo and Juliet, two teenagers fall in love and secretly get married.  Their 
relationship seems like paradise so far, but Act III is about to present a turning point that threatens 
to unravel the happiness that they have shared so far.  Before you read each of the five scenes 
from Act III, use the NEXT button to scroll down the parchment paper for a brief introduction to 
the scene.  
 
Click NEXT to continue. 
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Act III, Scene i 
 

 
 
In the first scene, you will notice that a slew of action occurs.  What happens to Mercutio, and 
how is Romeo indirectly responsible?  What does Romeo do to Tybalt?  How does the prince 
react to Romeo's actions? 
 
Now read Scene i of Act III, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene ii. 
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Act III, Scene ii 
 

 
 
In the second scene, Juliet is anxiously waiting for news of Romeo when her nurse comes in and 
tells her about the unfortunate deaths.  What is Juliet's reaction to the news?  How do the words 
that she uses to refer to Romeo reveal her feelings? 
 
Now read Scene ii of Act III, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene iii. 
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Act III, Scene iii 
 

 
 
In the third scene, you find Romeo hiding in Friar Laurence's cell.  What news does the friar give 
to Romeo?  Is Romeo happy with this news?  When the nurse comes in and tells Romeo that 
Juliet "weeps and weeps," what does Romeo attempt to do?  How does Friar Laurence react?  
What is Friar Laurence's solution to this terrible situation? 
 
Now read Scene iii of Act III, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene iv. 
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Act III, Scene iv 
 

 
 
The fourth scene is very short, but it is hugely important.  Right after Romeo makes plans to visit 
Juliet before leaving the city, Paris pays a visit to Capulet, Juliet's father.  What decision does 
Capulet make about his daughter?  What is going to happen on Thursday morning?  This new 
upcoming event certainly does not fit into Romeo's plans. 
 
Now read Scene iv of Act III, and then click NEXT for a preview of Scene v. 
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Act III, Scene v 
 

 
 
In the final scene, Romeo and Juliet are sharing a tender moment together in her room when they 
are interrupted by the nurse telling them that Lady Capulet is coming to the chamber.  What "glad 
tidings" does Lady Capulet bring Juliet?  How does Juliet react?  How does Capulet behave when 
Juliet talks to him?  Notice that in order to escape Capulet's decision, Juliet pleads with her father 
first, then her mother, and finally the nurse.  How does the nurse react?  Whom does Juliet decide 
to go see in order to escape this terrible problem? 
 
Now read Scene v of Act III. 
 
 


