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Introduction 
 

 
 
Coordinating conjunctions link equal grammatical elements of a sentence.  For example, they can 
link two or more nouns, adjectives, phrases, or even clauses.  There are seven of these 
coordinating conjunctions.  An easy way to remember them is to use the mnemonic device 
FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so.  In this interactivity, click each of the tabs to 
explore examples that use coordinating conjunctions to link words, phrases, and clauses. 
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Linking Words 
 

 
 
Coordinating conjunctions link two or more words. 
 
For each of the three examples below, hover your mouse over the coordinating conjunction to 
view the words that are linked. 
 

Today I'm going to eat pizza, soup, or salad for lunch. 
 
Jimmy's favorite colors are blue and green. 
 
Completing a marathon is a challenging yet rewarding experience. 
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Linking Phrases 
 

 
 
Coordinating conjunctions link two or more phrases. 
 
For each of the three examples below, hover your mouse over the coordinating conjunction to 
view the phrases that are linked. 
 

Candidates who held public polls or attended debates received more votes. 
 
Riding a bike and lifting weights can improve your physical fitness. 
 
I've never taken the train nor hailed a taxi. 
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Linking Dependent Clauses 
 

 
 
Coordinating conjunctions link two or more dependent clauses.  Recall that a dependent clause 
has a subject and a verb but is not a complete sentence. 
 
For each of the three examples below, hover your mouse over the coordinating conjunction to 
view the dependent clauses that are linked. 
 

They will provide you with whatever you want and whatever you need. 
 
I don't know when I won the raffle or how much the prize is. 
 
Students who like math and students who like reading are equally intelligent. 
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Linking Independent Clauses 
 

 
 
Coordinating conjunctions link two or more independent clauses.  Recall that an independent 
clause has a subject and a verb.  Independent clauses can stand on their own as complete 
sentences.  You must use a comma before the coordinating conjunction when joining independent 
clauses. 
 
For each of the three examples below, hover your mouse over the coordinating conjunction to 
view the independent clauses that are linked. 
 

A major storm was approaching, so the tournament was canceled. 
 
The ceremony was scheduled for ten o'clock, but it didn't start until noon. 
 
She didn't want any presents this year, for the greatest gift was being with her mom. 

 


