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Introduction 
 

 
 
Click each of the tabs to learn more about different types of expository nonfiction and examples 
of organization. 
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Compare and Contrast 
 

 
 
A compare-and-contrast expository text aims to examine the similarities and differences between 
two or more things.  Click the images below to view two possible options for organizing a 
compare and contrast. 
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Problem-Solution 
 

 
 
A problem-solution expository text aims to examine a problem and propose one or more 
solutions.  Click the images below to view two possible options for organizing a problem-
solution. 
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Cause and Effect 
 

 
 
A cause-and-effect expository text aims to explain how or why something happened or the 
resulting effects of something.  Click the images below to view two possible options for 
organizing a cause and effect. 
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Analysis 
 

 
 
An analysis expository text aims to analyze how something works, how it is defined, or what its 
parts or defining characteristics are.  Click the images below to view two possible options for 
organizing an analysis. 
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How-To 
 

 
 
A how-to expository text aims to explain how to complete single tasks (preparing a recipe, 
creating an app) or maintaining nonlinear processes (managing a business, operating a machine).  
Click the images below to view two possible options for organizing a how-to. 
 

   
 
 


