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Introduction 
 

 
 
Two students named Linda and Sara have written and published op-ed columns in their high 
school newspaper regarding the issue of school uniforms.  You will notice that parts of their 
columns are highlighted.  Hover your cursor over the highlighted excerpts to view an example 
analysis of their arguments.  To scroll through the text, hover your cursor over the top or bottom 
of the screen and click Scroll Up or Scroll Down.  Click NEXT to begin. 
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Comment 1 
 

 
 

. . . they only looked at each other and laughed.  "I don't want to work with those knee-
highs," one of them commented.  "I don't care what her pants looks like.  I want to get a 
good grade on this project," I protested.  But they didn't want to have anything to do with 
someone who wore unfashionable clothes, and now they don't want to talk to me, either. 

 
Linda begins her argument with an anecdote that hooks the reader.  This is a compelling story 
because it brings to life the detrimental effects of focusing on clothes rather than prioritizing 
learning.  Linda was faced with missing out on a great learning opportunity, and evidently her 
relationship with her former friends was harmed, as you can infer from her words "now they don't 
want to talk to me."  What do you think the main idea of Linda's column is? 
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Comment 2 
 

 
 

In English class, I was so involved in a small group discussion about Macbeth that I 
didn't notice a principal stepping into the room.  He tapped me on the shoulder and said, 
"Your shorts are showing too much, Miss.  Come with me.  We're calling your mom."  As 
I stood up to gather my things, my face was burning red.  I never felt so humiliated 
before. 

 
Sara begins her argument with an anecdote that hooks the reader.  This is an effective anecdote 
because it allows the reader to really experience first-hand the negative consequences resulting 
from an emphasis on dress code.  Sara highlights not only the emotional turmoil that she suffered, 
but the academic disruption of enforcing the dress code.  What do you think the main idea of 
Sara's column is? 
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Comment 3 
 

 
 

It's time that our high school embrace a school-wide uniform. 
 
Notice how Linda chooses the word "embrace" to describe the adoption of school uniforms.  This 
word choice has a positive—even comforting—connotation that makes school uniforms seem like 
an appealing choice.  In this sentence, Linda reveals her main idea: She is in favor of school 
uniforms.  Using words with positive connotations may give her argument a persuasive effect. 
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Comment 4 
 

 
 

The vast majority of people in our high school are not at that maturity level yet. 
 
Linda makes a claim that nearly all students in her school are not mature enough to ignore 
distractions like clothing.  How does she know this is true?  Perhaps the number of students who 
focus too much on clothes is a small majority.  Linda fails to provide any evidence for her claim 
other than subjective observation, which may or may not be accurate. 
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Comment 5 
 

 
 

. . . our school's poorest students miss out on a quality education . . . 
 
Here, Linda claims that underprivileged students in her school do not receive a quality education, 
implying that their clothing marks their low economic status and makes them a target for unfair 
treatment.  But do poor students actually receive an inferior education, especially due to their 
clothing?  Since Linda does not provide any hard evidence, her claim is vulnerable to 
counterarguments.  For example, perhaps there are students in the school who struggle 
financially, but does that mean they look different from or are treated differently by their peers?  
And even if they are treated differently, how does it impact their learning, if at all?  Is it possible 
that underprivileged students can excel academically? 
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Comment 6 
 

 
 

It would be a huge mistake to force students to wear school uniforms. 
 
Notice how Sara chooses the word "force" to describe the adoption of school uniforms.  This 
word choice has a negative and threatening connotation that makes school uniforms feel like an 
unpleasant burden.  In this sentence, Sara reveals her main idea: She is opposed to school 
uniforms.  Using words with negative connotations may give her argument a persuasive effect. 
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Comment 7 
 

 
 

. . . boys are never pulled out of school or punished for dress code violations. 
 
Sara makes a claim that female students are unfairly targeted and punished for dress code 
violations whereas male students are never pulled from class because of their clothes.  Is this a 
fact or an opinion?  Sara presents this information as a true fact, but since she does not provide 
any objective evidence to support her claim, the reader may wonder if Sara is exaggerating, 
uninformed, or hiding information.  Is it possible that boys are also sometimes punished for dress 
code violations? 
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Comment 8 
 

 
 

. . . we high school students are mature enough to appreciate fashion while still focusing 
on our school work. 

 
Sara claims that the students in her high school are mature enough not to judge others unfairly 
based on clothing and that her peers successfully focus on learning, implying that there is no need 
for a strict dress code.  But how does Sara know this to be true?  As a student herself, she is 
certainly familiar with other students, but can she objectively claim to know how mature all the 
students in her school are?  Maybe most students are not as mature as Sara and she simply has 
never met them. 
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Comment 9 
 

 
 

To all these privileged, elitist students who only care about themselves and their looks . . .  
 
Did you identify this ad hominem fallacy?  In her intent to counter the opposition's claim that 
uniforms stifle individuality, Linda makes an ad hominem attack by calling people who are 
opposed to uniforms elitist and self-centered.  Is it true that opponents are elitist and selfish?  
Recall that Sara's new outfit was purchased during a huge sale.  Perhaps the opposition is not as 
privileged as Linda assumes.  Ad hominem attacks are never acceptable, but even if students 
against uniforms are wealthy and only care about themselves, what does that have to do with the 
issue? 
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Comment 10 
 

 
 

And yet, the star athletes still manage to stand out through their athletic performance, 
despite their uniform clothing. 

 
Linda introduces an analogy between athletic uniforms and school uniforms.  By pointing out the 
positive outcomes of athletic uniforms on team sports, she effectively draws a parallel to the same 
promising results one would reasonably find in school uniforms. 
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Comment 11 
 

 
 

Besides, life is easier without having to worry about your wardrobe in the morning.  After 
all, even Mark Zuckerberg wears the same plain outfit to work every day. 

 
Linda makes a bandwagon persuasive appeal when she brings up the fact that a CEO wears the 
same uniform to work every day.  It is important that you identify this as a bandwagon fallacy; 
she is suggesting that just because a successful CEO wears the same uniform at work, everyone at 
her high school should do the same.  However, her school does not need to "jump on the 
bandwagon."  There are plenty of successful people who do not wear the same uniform daily.  
Note how Linda's appeal relies on her knowing her audience well.  If the students reading this 
school newspaper column are not familiar with Mark Zuckerberg or what he wears to work, then 
they will only be confused by the reference. 
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Comment 12 
 

 
 

It's wrong to suggest that young people must only express their individuality and 
creativity outside of school. 

 
Did you identify the straw man fallacy presented in Sara's claim?  Sara is implying that the 
opposition wants young people to refrain from self-expression in school.  However, this is a straw 
man fallacy because the opposition is not suggesting that students cannot express their 
individuality or creativity.  Recall Linda's point that there are ways to express individuality other 
than through clothes.  Instead of the actual counterarguments, Sara makes up a false argument, or 
"straw man," and attacks that instead. 
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Comment 13 
 

 
 

. . . not having the freedom to choose our own outfits means that our personal wardrobes 
won't get much use considering that it's not practical to change into a second outfit once 
the school day is over. 

 
Sara makes a strong and reasonable point in favor of rejecting school uniforms.  Assuming that 
personal choice in clothes is important and valuable to students, being denied this choice has a 
significant impact on students since they do spend so much of their time participating in school 
activities.  Sara effectively points out that most students are not going to go through the trouble of 
wearing two outfits in the same day. 
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Comment 14 
 

 
 

Having the freedom to choose how you look means you can feel good about yourself, and 
this gives you the motivation to excel in academics.  If we are forced to wear uniforms, 
we'll waste energy focusing on how much we hate our outfit. 

 
The claim that clothes affect one's mood, which in turn impacts motivation and academic 
performance, may very well be true.  However, more likely it is a hasty generalization fallacy.  
Recall that Sara experienced a boost in confidence and motivation due to her trendy outfit, but 
that does not mean that all students experience the same positive effective when wearing nice 
clothes.  In fact, clothes may not have any impact—positive or negative—on certain students.  
Sara erroneously took her perspective and experience and applied them to everyone else without 
evidence supporting her claim. 
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Comment 15 
 

 
 

Because school uniforms are such an affordable and effective method for improving 
education, our local school conducted a survey three years ago that showed near 
universal support on behalf of both parents and students. 
 
. . . 
 
You might remember that three years ago, our local school board surveyed both parents 
and students and found that the majority of people did not support implementing a school 
uniform since the added cost of expensive uniforms would place an undue burden on 
local taxpayers. 

 
Interestingly, both Linda and Sara cite the same survey as evidence to support their claims.  How 
is this possible when they hold opposing views?  This situation actually occurs more often than 
you might think.  Writers may use the same study to draw a wide variety of conclusions.  
According to the survey conducted by the school board, Linda concludes that most people 
support school uniform policy whereas Sara concludes that most people oppose it.  Who is 
correct, Linda or Sara?  Based on their columns alone, there is no way to know for sure, so you 
must follow up and examine the survey yourself.  Whenever you encounter questionable claims 
or conflicting information, you must resort to checking the original source. 
 
 


