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Knowing the appropriate strategy to use when solving problems involving right triangles is 
a very important skill when facing practical applications. Take a look at the flow chart 
below. You can use this as a guide when you are unsure of the best way to solve for the 
missing parts of a right triangle. 
 
 

 

You are solving a problem involving  
a right triangle. 

 

The problem involves  
only sides. 

 

The problem involves  
sides and angles. 

 
Use the Pythagorean Theorem. 

 

The angle measures in the 
triangle are either 30°-60°-90°  

or 45°-45°-90°. 

 

None of the angle measures  

in the triangle are  

30°, 60°, or 45°. 

 

Use the rules of  
special right triangles. 

 

Use right triangle  

trigonometry. 


