Module1: What Is Oceanography?
Topic 3 Application: Towing for Plankton Scientific Investigation Report

Title
Towing for Plankton Scientific Investigation
Hypothesis

Read through the procedural information for this scientific investigation. Based on your understanding of the procedure, develop your own hypotheses which describe your expected results. Specifically, what do you think you will find in a sample from a local waterway? Record your hypotheses below:

Data

Using the spaces and the data table below, record your data from this scientific investigation.

· Sample Location:
· Observations About Sample Location:
Sample Collection Data Table

	Sample Number
	Estimated Number of Plankton or Microorganisms
	Other Observations
About Sample

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	


Data Analysis

Once you have completed the Procedure and Data portions of the scientific investigation, provide responses to the following questions. Make sure to completely answer each question.

1. How would you describe the water? Was it murky or clear? Was it salty or freshwater?
2. Did you collect a lot of plankton or microorganisms? Why or why not?
3. What did any items in your samples look like? Were there other organisms in the sample?
4. Were there any surprises while collecting your samples?
Conclusion

Compose three to four sentences describing an overall conclusion based on your data. Were your hypotheses true or false, and how do you know? Use the data and notes that you collected from your scientific investigation experience to form your conclusion. Make sure that you include information that you gained from data analysis to support your conclusion.
Experimental Sources of Error

On your Towing for Plankton Scientific Investigation Report, provide responses to the following questions: Are there any sources of error? If so, what are they, and what could be done to minimize error?
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Once you have completed the Towing for Plankton Scientific Investigation Report, please submit your report and an image or video of your plankton net to the dropbox.
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