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Introduction 

 
 
It's the beginning of Mr. Baker's psychology class and the students are getting settled. Click next 
to listen to the conversation that took place.   
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
Okay, class. Let’s settle down. Everyone take your seat and answer the warm-up question on the 
board while I take attendance. 
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Donnie 

 
 
How alike or different are you from your sibling? If you don’t have one, use a friend or relative as 
an example. Seriously, if my brother didn’t look so much like me, I’d swear we were NOT related! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mod 5: Life Span Development 
Topic 1: Nature vs. Nurture Conversation 

4 
 

Janelle 

 
 
Do you two get along? Man, that’s why I LOVE being an only child! No sibling drama. 
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Hannah 

 
 
My sister and I actually are pretty similar, despite our age difference. My parents always said we 
were like two peas in a pod. 
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Donnie 

 
 
Well, aren’t you lucky! I just don’t get my brother. My mom always says we'll get along someday, 
but I don't see it happening any time soon. 
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
What makes you so different from your brother? 
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Donnie 

 
 
Well, he's pretty shy. He doesn't really like to go outside. He's more into science fiction and stuff. 
His room looks like a trash dump and he couldn't care less about how he looks. 
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
You can’t think of anything similar about both of you? Just think about it. What about your values, 
the things you consider important?  
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Donnie 

 
 
Hmmm. I guess we are both honest and are both a little sensitive to criticism. Come to think of it, 
we’re both pretty creative. 
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
On that note, today we’re going to discuss the role our genetics and our environment, or external 
influences, play in molding us into who we are. Interestingly, both play a part, but exactly how 
much of a role each plays is still up for debate.  


