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Introduction 

 
 
It's Friday afternoon in Mr. Baker's psychology classroom. The students have all submitted their 
projects; all of the students except for one that is. Click next to listen to the conversation that took 
place.   
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
Donnie, did you turn in the final part of your project? 
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Donnie 

 
 
No, I didn’t. I didn’t finish it. Can I hand it in Monday? I’m sorry but I had a lot going on this week. 
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Hannah 

 
 
Yeah, like staying up all night playing video games? 
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Donnie 

 
 
No, like my aunt has been in the hospital and my mom has been there with her every night this 
week. I’ve had to watch my little brother every evening. Man, it’s been a long week. But get this, 
so I asked my mom if I could go with some friends overnight to Baltimore to see my all-time 
favorite band perform, and you know what? She said no. I couldn’t believe it. I’ve been forced to 
act like an adult all week with tons of responsibilities, but now she’s wants to treat me like a kid by 
not letting me go to the concert. 
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
Do you feel you are getting mixed messages from your mom? 
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Donnie 

 
 
Yeah, totally. If I’m responsible enough to run the house this past week, shouldn't I be old enough 
to go somewhere overnight? 
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Mr. Baker 

 
 
I can understand your frustration. Adolescence is the period between childhood and adulthood. I 
imagine that some days you feel you are viewed more as a child, with limitations. On other days, 
you might feel the pressure to grow up and act like an adult. Indeed, this time period is filled with 
mixed messages from many parts of society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


