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Introduction 

 

Voyage to New England 
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Pilgrims 

 

Arriving in New England first were the Pilgrims, a group of separatists. Most of these Pilgrims had 
sought religious refuge in Holland before the voyage to the New World. The Pilgrims were 
primarily common people with little education or wealth. The Pilgrims obtained a colonial charter, 
boarded the Mayflower, and arrived in the New World in 1620. 
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Pilgrims 

 

The Mayflower aimed for Virginia, but strayed off course and headed towards Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts.  
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Pilgrims 

 

The colonial charter was not valid in Massachusetts. In response, the Pilgrims drafted the 
Mayflower Compact. In this agreement, the Pilgrims created a civil government and pledged 
loyalty to the King of England.  
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Pilgrims 

 

Before departing the ship, the Pilgrim men signed the compact, establishing a covenant 
community. Laws approved by the majority would be binding to both Pilgrims and non-Pilgrims.  
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Pilgrims 

 
After arriving in New England in 1620, the Pilgrims began the Plymouth Colony. At a time when 
the Jamestown Colony was still struggling to survive, the Plymouth Colony became the second 
permanent English colony in North America.  
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Puritans 

 

Another groups of separatists, the Puritans, sought to purify the existing Church of England 
through reforming the church from within. The Puritans wished to remain loyal to the Church of 
England. Puritans were a hard-working people who believed in faith, prayer, and Bible study.  
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Puritans 

 

Winthrop transferred both the charter and the Company’s headquarters to Massachusetts. 
Around 1630, Winthrop and other colonists boarded the Arabella and arrived in Massachusetts. 
The colonists formed the Massachusetts Bay Colony and named Boston as their capital.   
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Puritans 

 

Feeling the burden of religious persecution, political repression, and dismal economic conditions, 
a second group of separatists desired to flee to the New World.  A wealthy English Puritan by the 
name of John Winthrop and some of his associates obtained a royal charter for a joint-stock 
enterprise, the Massachusetts Bay Company. 
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Colonies Merge 

 

Eventually, the Plymouth Colony was incorporated into the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  The 
merging of both separatists colonies placed the Pilgrims and Puritans together. This is why two 
separate groups with similar philosophies are sometimes grouped together.  

 


