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Introduction 

 

By the time of the Presidential election of 1800, there were two political parties in the United 
States.  The campaign saw John Adams of the Federalist Party and Thomas Jefferson of the 
Democratic-Republican Party compete for the presidency. In this interactivity, click each of the 
tabs to learn more about the political parties and the candidates during the election of 1800. 
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Federalists 

 

During the election of 1800, the Federalist Party was led by John Adams and Alexander 
Hamilton.  Federalists believed in a strong national or federal government. Supported by bankers 
and northeastern business interests, they supported commercial economic policies and public 
improvements, and generally sided with England.  In the election of 1800, their presidential 
candidate was the current President, John Adams. 
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Democratic-Republicans 

 

The Democratic-Republicans were led by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison during the 
election of 1800. This political party emerged from the ideas of the Anti-Federalists and believed 
in a weak federal government. They were supported by farmers, artisans, and frontier settlers 
mostly in the southern states. They supported agricultural economic policies and sided with 
France.  In the election of 1800, their presidential candidate was Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson 
won the election and became the third president. 
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