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Whigs 

 

The Whig party supported congressional power over presidential power, favored a national bank, 
and often argued that President Jackson was a tyrant. The term Whig refers to someone opposed 
to tyranny. 
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Know-Nothings 

 

Another political party that evolved was the Know-Nothing Party, characterized by its favoritism of 
native-born Americans. People who favor only the people of their own country are called nativists.  
Members of this party were unhappy with the influx of Irish and German immigrants to America, 
many of whom were Catholic. They feared that Catholic immigrants might be influenced by the 
Pope to overthrow the American government. The Know-Nothing Party is an example of an 
interest group. Interest groups are a group of people interested in the same ideas who work to 
influence government.  During the age of Jackson, the United States saw a rise in interest groups. 
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