
Module 5: The Civil War and Reconstruction - 1860 to 1877 

Topic 3 Content: Strengths and Weaknesses of the Armies Notes 
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Confederate Army 

 

Strengths 

 Profits from the sale of cotton 

 Strong generals 

 Military tradition 

 Highly motivated soldiers 

Weaknesses 

 Limited government 

 States resisted the Confederate Government 
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Union Army 

 

Strengths 

 More resources/industry 

 Greater food production 

 More extensive railroad 

 Highly functioning government 

 

Weaknesses 

 Had to conquer a large area 

 Most fighting occurred in the South 

 

 


