
Module 8: World War II - 1939 to 1945 
Topic 5 Content: The Atomic Bomb Notes 

1 

 

Introduction 

 

After the European theatre of war had come to an end, America could turn its full attention to the 
continued fighting in the Pacific. The Japanese had fought fiercely, and invading Japan would be 
a lengthy and costly operation. Facing the prospect of horrendous American and Japanese 
casualties, President Harry S. Truman made the difficult decision to use atomic bombs against 
Japan in an effort to force the Japanese to surrender. In this interactivity, click each tab to learn 
about the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
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Hiroshima 

 

On August 6, 1945, Americans dropped the atomic bomb, nicknamed “Little Boy”, on the 
Japanese city of Hiroshima.  The bomb directly killed 80,000 people and destroyed seventy 
percent of the buildings in the city.  
 
Image: The destruction at Hiroshima 
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Nagasaki 

 

On August 9, 1945, the atomic bomb, nicknamed “Fat Man”, was dropped on the Japanese city of 
Nagasaki.  Shortly after the use of this bomb, on August 15, 1945, the Japanese leaders 
surrendered. World War II was over, and the United States would not have to invade Japan. 
 
Image: The destruction at Nagasaki 
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