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Archipelago

Archipelago

Hawaiian Archipelago

Hawaii, United States

An archipelago is a chain, or group, of islands.
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Atoll

Atafu Atoll

Tokelau, New Zealand

An atoll is an island made of coral that partially or completely surrounds a lagoon.
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Basin

Great Basin National Park
Nevada, United States

A basin is a large, low depression of land.
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Emerald Bay State Park

California, United States

A bay is a large body of water connected to an ocean or sea, but partially enclosed by a section of land.
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Canyon

Zion National Park
Utah, United States

A canyon is a gorge or ravine that sits between cliffs. Typically, canyons are created by rivers as they flow
through an area and etch out the landform.
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Cape

Cape of Good Hope

Cape Town, South Africa

A cape is a point of land that extends out into the water. Usually, capes sit high above the water and have
a steep drop.
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Channel

Channel

English Channel

Southern England / Northern France

A channel is a body of water that connects two larger bodies of water. A channel is wider than a strait.
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Delta

Delta

River Delta at Kachemak Bay

Alaska, United States

A delta is a landform that is created at the mouth of a river when sediment is carried and deposited.
Deltas are typically fan-shaped.

Q'
whro 10

EDUCATION



Module: Physical Geography
Topic Content: Major Landforms and Water Features

Fjord

Preikestolen

Rogaland, Norway

A fjord is a long, narrow inlet with steep sides. Fjords are created when glaciers carve out valleys, which
are then filled with water from glacial melting.
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Glacier

HETH

Prince William Sound Glacier
Alaska, United States

A glacier is a large body of ice that forms from accumulated snow. Most glaciers grow and shrink,
depending on the season.
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Gulf

Persian Gulf

Western Asia

A gulf is a large area of an ocean or a sea that is partially enclosed by land. A gulf is typically larger than
a bay.
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Island

Island

Easter Island

Southeastern Pacific D::l:aﬁ

An island is a piece of land surrounded by water on all sides.
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Isthmus

Isthmus of Corinth

Greece

An isthmus is a narrow strip of land that connects two other pieces of land. An isthmus is usually
surrounded by water on two sides.
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Lagoon

Mataiva Atoll

Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia

A lagoon is a shallow body of water separated from an ocean or sea by coral reefs or a barrier island.
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Lake

Lake Louise
Alberta, Canada

A lake is a body of water surrounded by land on all sides. Lakes are usually freshwater, but saltwater
lakes also exist. Lakes are usually fed or drained by a river or stream.
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Mesa

Monument Valley

Arizona - Utah Border, United States

A mesa is an elevated area of land with a flat top. Mesas are often found in arid and semiarid regions.
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Oasis

Oasis in the Sahara
Libya

An oasis is a fertile area found in a desert. The water in an oasis comes from natural springs located
underground.
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Peninsula

Peninsula

o i

Florida Peninsula
Florida, United States

A peninsula is a piece of land surrounded by water on three sides.
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Plain

The Great Plains

Nebraska, United States

A plain is a large, flat area of land.
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Plateau

Plateau

Mount Roraima

Brazil / Guayana [ Venezuela

A plateau is a high plain with relatively flat terrain. Often, a plateau has one or more steep sides.
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River

PAEIGER
Alaska, United States

A river is a waterway that flows toward a larger body of water. Rivers range in size, from the large ones
that cross entire continents, to small streams and brooks.
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Strait

Strait of Messina
Italy

A strait is a narrow channel of water that connects to larger bodies of water.
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Tributary

Tributary

Glomma River and Tributary Vorma

Akershus, Norway

A tributary is a stream or river that flows into a larger river or body of water.
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Volcano

Kahaualea Natural Reserve
Hawaii, United States

A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s surface where magma, ash, rock, and gas escape from below.
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