Module 3: Classical Civilizations and Religious Traditions
Topic 3 Application: Understanding and Applying Confucius’ Teachings 

Understanding Confucius’ Teachings

Read each of the below sayings, and then explain in your own words what you believe they mean.
1. Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.

What do you think this saying means?

2. Ignorance is the night of the mind, but a night without moon and star.

What do you think this saying means?

3. Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in getting up every time we do.

What do you think this saying means?

4. What the superior man seeks is in himself; what the small man seeks is in others.

What do you think this saying means?

5. The man of virtue makes the difficulty to be overcome his first business, and success only a subsequent consideration.

What do you think this saying means?

6. The superior man is modest in his speech, but exceeds in his actions.

What do you think this saying means?

7. Things that are done, it is needless to speak about...things that are past, it is needless to blame.

What do you think this saying means?
8. [The superior man] acts before he speaks, and afterwards speaks according to his actions.

What do you think this saying means?

9. When you have faults, do not fear to abandon them.

What do you think this saying means?

10. The people may be made to follow a path of action, but they may not be made to understand it.

What do you think this saying means?
Applying Confucius’ Teachings

Imagine one of your peers is describing their day to you through each of the below scenarios. After you have read each scenario, choose two of Confucius' sayings from the above list as advice you would offer to your peer. Then, explain why you choose this particular teaching.
	Scenario 1
	Scenario 2

	You spot Gabriela walking home from school, and she looks really down. When you ask her what is wrong, she says her day started with getting caught in the rain, which caused her to spend the whole day in wet clothes. The she failed her history test, got dumped via text message, and cracked the screen on her cell phone when she dropped it trying to close her locker.


	You’re not sure why, but Ashley doesn’t like your friend Derek, and she keeps trying to get him in trouble. Sometimes she even shifts the blame onto Derek when she’s done something wrong. Other times, she is just plain mean. Derek definitely does not want to get in trouble, but he doesn’t want to stoop to Ashley’s level either.

	Which two sayings from Confucius can you tell Gabriela to make her feel better? Why did you choose these?

Saying 1: 

Saying 2:

Explanation of your picks:


	Which two sayings from Confucius can you tell Derek to help him keep a better mindset?

Saying 1: 

Saying 2:

Explanation of your picks:




After completing this assignment, please submit your work to the dropbox.
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