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Module 5: The Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution 

Topic 3 Content: Important Enlightenment Artists, Musicians, 
Philosophers, and Writers 

Introduction 

 
 
The Enlightenment lasted in Europe from roughly 1650-1800. During this time, there were many 

developments in the arts, philosophy, music, and literature. These developments took place across 

Europe and many people took a nationalistic pride in the accomplishments of their countries' 

artists, writers, musicians, and philosophers. 
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Eugène Delacroix 

 
 
Eugène Delacroix (1798-1863) was a French painter during the Romantic Era of painting. He was 

inspired by the French Revolution and is famous for this painting of liberty holding the French 

flag as she leads the people in battle.  

 
 
Image: Liberty Leading the People by Eugène Delacroix 
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Francisco Goya 

 
 
Francisco Goya (1746-1828) was a Spanish painter who painted important political events that 

occurred during his life. His painting, The 3rd of May, depicts the horrors of war between the 

French and Spanish. 

 
 
Image: The 3rd of May (1814) by Francisco Goya 
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Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) was a German composer who was the most famous of the 

Baroque composers. 

 
 
 
Music: Orchestral suite #3 by Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
 



5 
 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 
 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) was an Austrian composer who composed all types of 

music during the Classical Period. 

 
 
 
Music: Quartet in D Major by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
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Ludwig van Beethoven 

 
 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) was a transitional composer from the Classical Period to the 

Romantic Period. Though he became deaf by the age of 29, he continued to compose music after 

that time. 

 
Music: Septet in E-flat major, Opus 20, by Ludwig van Beethoven 
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Miguel de Cervantes 

 
 
Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) was a Spanish writer who wrote The Ingenious Gentleman Don 

Quixote of La Mancha, or Don Quixote. Don Quixote is considered by many to be the first 

modern novel.  
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Voltaire 

 
 
Voltaire (1694-1778) was a French philosopher and playwright whose famous quote embodies 

many of the ideals of the Enlightenment: “I may not agree with what you have to say, but I will 

fight to the death for your right to say it!” 


